
A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

December 21, 2019 at Seven-thirty in the evening
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Organ Voluntary: “Savior of the nations, come” (BWV 659)        J. S. Bach

All stand for the procession
Processional Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City”      Descant by David Willcocks
(Bernadette Mondok, soprano soloist)

The Choir sings:
1. Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed; 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child.

2. He came down to earth from heaven, 
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and meek and lowly lived on earth our savior holy.

ALL may join in singing:
3. And through all his wondrous childhood 

he would honor and obey, 
love and watch the gentle mother 
in whose tender arms he lay: 
Christian children all should be 
kind, obedient, good as he.

4. For he is our childhood’s pattern: 
day by day like us he grew
he was little, weak, and helpless; 
tears and smiles like us he knew:
and he feels for all our sadness, 
and he shares in all our gladness.

5. And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love; 
for that child, so dear and gentle, 
is our Lord in heaven above:  
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he has gone.

6. Not in that poor lowly stable 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him, but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high:
there his children gather ’round
bright like stars, with glory crowned.

Cecil Frances Alexander
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Bidding Prayer

Officiant:

Dear People of God:  In this season of Advent, let it be our duty and delight to 
hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son 
of God lying in a manger. 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from 
the time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to 
us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this Cathedral glad with carols and 
songs of praise. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on 
earth, for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially 
for his Church in our country and in this city. 

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor 
and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who 
mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those 
who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, 
and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. And now, to sum up all 
these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us, 
saying: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Officiant:
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of 
everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of 
Angels bring us all. Amen.
 
All may be seated.
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Carol: “In Dulci Jubilo” Michael Praetorius
Sung in Latin and German by the Cathedral Choir

In dulci jubilo
Now sing with hearts aglow!
Our delight and pleasure lies
in praesepio;
Like sunshine is our treasure
Matris in gremio. Alpha es et O.

O Jesu parvule
For thee I long alway;
Comfort my heart's blindness,
O puer optima
With all Thy loving kindness,
O princeps gloriae,
Trahe me post te. 

Piae Cantiones 1582

First Lesson “The Garden of Eden” Genesis 3: 8-15
Carol: “Adam lay ybounden” Boris Ord
Sung by the Cathedral Choir

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond;
Four thousand winter thought he not too long.
And all was for an apple, an apple that he took,
As clerkes finden written in their book.
Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been,
Ne had never our lady a-been heavené queen.
Blessed be the time that apple taken was,
therefore we moun singen, Deo Gracias!

Fifteenth Century Carol

Second Lesson “God’s promise to Abraham” Genesis 22: 16-18
Hymn #66 “Come, though long expected Jesus” Stuttgart
Found in the “Hymnal 1982”; All may stand and join in singing!
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Third Lesson “Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah” Isaiah 9: 1-7
Carol: “An Advent Processional” (Veni Redemptor Ominum) Donald Pearson
Sung by the Cathedral Choir, ALL may join in singing the refrain!

Come thou redeemer of the earth, 
and manifest thy virgin birth; 
Let ev’ry age adoring fall 
such birth befits the God of all.

Refrain: O come, O come Emmanuel,
 and ransom captive Israel. 

Rejoice! Rejoice Emmanuel,
shall come to thee O Israel.

Begotten of no human will, 
But of the Spirit thou art still, 
The Word of God in flesh arrayed, 
the promised fruit to us displayed.

Refrain
The virgin womb that burden gained
with virgin honour all unstained; 
The banners there of virtue glow; 
God in his temple dwells below.

Refrain
Forth from his chamber goeth he,
that royal home of purity, 
A giant in twofold substance one, 
rejoicing now his course to run.

Refrain

From God the Father he proceeds, 
to God the Father back he speeds: 
His course he runs to death and hell, 
returning on God’s  throne to dwell.

Refrain
O Equal to thy Father, thou! 
Gird on thy fleshly mantle now; 
The weakness of our mortal state 
with deathless might invigorate.

Refrain
Thy cradle here shall glitter bright 
and darkness breathe a newer light, 
Where endless faith shall shine serene, 
and twilight never intervene.

Refrain
All laud, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent sets thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
                             Refrain
 Words  by St. Ambrose, translated John Mason Neale
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Fourth Lesson “The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown”        Isaiah 11: 1-9
Carol: “A Tender Shoot” Otto Goldschmidt
Sung by the Cathedral Choir

A tender shoot has started, up from a root of grace,
as ancient seers imparted from Jesse's holy race:
it blooms without a blight, blooms in the cold bleak winter,
turning our darkness into light.
This shoot Isaiah taught us, from Jesse's shoot should spring;
the Virgin Mary brought us the branch of which we sing:
our God of endless might, gave her this Child to save us, 
thus turning darkness into light.
                                            William Bartholomew

Fifth Lesson “The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary” St Luke 1:26-38
Carol:  “I Sing of a Maiden” Patrick Hadley
Sung by Bernadette Rose Mondok and Christine Miller

I sing of a maiden that is makeless
King of all kings to her son he ches.
He came all so still where his mother was,
As dew in April that falleth on the grass.
He came all so still to his mother’s bower,
As dew in April that falleth on the flower.
He came all so still where his mother lay,
As dew in April that falleth on the spray.
Mother and maiden was never one but she:
Well may such a lady God’s mother be.

Fifteenth Century English Carol

Sixth Lesson  “St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus” St Luke 2: 1-7
Carol: “Carol of the Children”  John Rutter
Sung by the Cathedral Choristers

One for the star in the sky over Bethlehem
Two for the hands that will rock him to sleep
Three for the kings bringing gold, bringing myrrh, bringing incense
Four for the angels that watch over his bedside
Blue for the robe of the sweet Virgin Mary
White for the dawn of the first Christmas day
Red for the blood that he shed for us all on Good Friday
Black for the tomb where he rested ‘till Easter
Lullaby, see Jesus asleep. Angels and shepherds their watch on him keep
Lullaby he soon will awake for the oxen are stirring and morning with break
One for the star in the sky over Bethlehem
Two for the hands that will rock him to sleep
Three for the kings bringing gold, bringing myrrh, bringing incense
Four for the angels that watch over his bedside
And one for the heart, one for the heart,
One for the heart that I give as my offering to Jesus! 

John Rutter © 1982 Oxford University Press.  Reprinted under license.
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Seventh Lesson  “The Shepherds go to the manger”          St Luke 2: 8-20
Carol: Hymn #96 “Angels we have heard on high” French Carol
Found in the 'Hymnal 1982;' All may join in singing! 

Eighth Lesson “The wise men are led by the star to Jesus” St Matthew 2: 1-11
Carol: “Dormi Jesu” John Rutter
Sung by the Cathedral Choir
“Dormi, Jesu! Mater ridet Quaetam 
dulcem somnum videt, Dormi, Jesu blandule.
Si non dormis, mater plorat inter fila cantans orat
Blande, veni, somnule.
Sleep, sweet baby! My cares beguiling:
Mother sits beside thee, smiling;
Sleep my darling, tenderly.”

Latin, translated by Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Ninth Lesson “The great mystery of the Incarnation” St John 1: 1-18
Motet: “O Magnum Mysterium” Francis Poulenc
Sung in Latin by the Cathedral Choir

O great mystery and wonderful sacrament,
that beasts should see the new-born Lord
lying in a manger. O blessed Virgin, whose
womb was deemed worthy to carry our
Lord Jesus Christ.   

Matins Responsory for Christmas

Welcome, closing collect, and blessing The Rev James Richardson

Let us pray:

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature 
upon him, and to be born of a pure virgin: Grant that we, having been born again 
and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your 
Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
same Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

May he who by his Incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and heavenly, fill 
you with the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 
you always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” descant by David Willcocks
All stand as able, and join in singing!

1. Hark! the herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies, 
With the Angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem: 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King.

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of the Virgin’s womb! 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus our Emmanuel: 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King.

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give them second birth; 
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.

                        Charles Wesley

Organ Voluntary:  “In Dulci Jubilo” (BWV 729) Johann Sebastian Bach
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Officiant: The Reverend James Richardson, Interim Dean of Trinity Cathedral

The Trinity Cathedral Choir, Canon David Link, Organist & Choirmaster

The Trinity Cathedral Choristers, Kamilyn Davis, Director of Choristers

A big Thank You to the lectors and vergers who participated in this service today.

About the service:  The service of Nine Lessons and Carols was first drawn up by 
Archbishop Edward White Benson when he was Bishop of Truro for use in that 
Cathedral. It was later simplified and modified for use in King’s College, 
Cambridge, England in 1918, and is heard by millions the world over through live 
broadcasts on the BBC. 

Today we especially remember Sir Stephen Cleobury, who was the Director of 
Music at King's College for thirty-seven years. He retired from King's this last 
September, and died from cancer on Saint Cecilia's day just a month ago. Sir 
Stephen began a tradition of commissioning a new carol for the service every year,
and John Rutter's lovely setting of “Dormi Jesu” which we sing today, was 
commissioned for the 1998 service of Lessons and Carols at King's. 

We are pleased that you have chosen to be with us today. Trinity Cathedral is a 
dynamic, lively, and inclusive community, and we hope that you’ll join us again!

An offering will be collected in the Narthex following the service, which benefits 
the River City Food Bank. Thank you for your generosity!

Those with an interest in singing, are invited to join one of our Cathedral Choirs.  
We assure you of a warm welcome and great music making. More information, 
and details of our music program and Christmas services is available on our 
website:  www.trinitycathedral.org

Trinity Cathedral Church
2620 Capitol Avenue
Sacramento, California 95816
(916) 446-2513
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